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Why Is it important to have a policy agenda?

 Won’t get what you want unless you ask ...
Must clearly articulate what you want a policymaker to
do to be effective advocate

e Allies won’t join you unless you’re clear about goals ...
Potential new coalition members need to know what
you stand for before agreeing to stand with you
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Framework for a state policy agenda

Assets & Opportunity Scorecard

e Covers performance and policy priorities in five Issue
Areas
Financial Assets & Income
Businesses & Jobs
Housing & Homeownership
Health Care
Education
e Assesses how families are faring in a state and what

states can do improve these outcomes through
impactful policy
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What could be on your state agenda?

1. Lifting asset limits 5. State 9. Access to health
in public benefit Microenterprise insurance
programs Support

10. Access to
2. State IDA Program 6. Housing Trust Fund quality K-12
Support

7. First-time 11. Early Childhood
3. State Earned Homebuyer Education
Income Tax Credit Assistance
12. Incentives for
4. Payday lending 8. Predatory college savings
protections mortgage lending
protection
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Assets & Opportunity Advocacy Tools
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What could be on your local agenda?

1. Local VITA program 7. Licensing & 12. Incentives for
enforcement college savings
2. Tax-time saving
incentives 8. Access to banking 13. Housing Trust
(e.g. Bank On) Fund

3. Local Earned
Income Tax Credit 9. Payday lending 14. First-time
protections Homebuyer

4. Benefits screening Assistance

10. Small Dollar Loan

alternatives 15. Community

support land trusts
11. Small Business

Support (tax help,

5. Financial Education

6. Local IDA support

expanding economic opportun

ity



Local Tools — A Work In Progress...
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Oregon’s process for
setting a policy agenda
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What are the factors/actors to consider In
setting an agenda?

Does the policy ...

* match your organizational mission?

* have support by allied organizations?

* have a policymaker champion?

e seem feasible given external political realities?
* have opposition? Could it be overcome?
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Exercise

1. Brainstorm all possible policies to consider
2. Assess policies against your criteria
3. Decide which policies make the cut

4. Prioritize policy agenda
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